
 
Winter Ready – we know we have issued this 

information before, however, feel that it is worth 

keeping this at the forefront of everyone’s mind given 

the current weather situation.   
All P1-P7 pupils are now able to access GLOW from 

home.   Passwords have been reset where needed and 

pupils have logged on successfully in school.    Pupils 

who do not have access to GLOW at home have been 

issued with a home learning pack.  If you have not 

received a home learning pack and do not have access 

to GLOW, please let your child’s teacher know.   

Parents/ carers  can access appropriate learning 

resources to engage nursery children at: 

https://blogs.glowscotland.org.uk/wl/snonursery 

 

We suggest that all children carry a change of socks and 

shoes during spells of bad weather.   Unless it is very icy or 

wet children go outside to play during playtime and lunch 

time so we also advise that children wear warm jackets, 

hats, gloves and suitable footwear.  

 

Please note that in the event of severe frost, ice or snow a 

designated pathway into the nursery and school is cleared 

by FMA staff.   All pupils and parents/ carers are asked to 

keep to this designated pathway on these occasions. 

 

In the event of a school closure, parents/ carers will be 

contacted via Groupcall.   Please ensure you have 

provided up to date contact information.   

 

More information about the WLC “Winter Ready” 

campaign can be found on the council website at 

www.westlothian.gov.uk/winter 
 

Session dates 2013/ 2014 

Session dates and holidays are issued along with this 

newsletter.  Please keep in a safe place for future 

reference.    
Parent / Carer Surveys 
Thank you to all parents/ carers in Nursery and 
P1 who completed and returned self evaluation 
forms before the Christmas holidays.  The 

What’s on in Simpson Primary School?  

January 
24th Senior staff from Bathgate Academy to meet P6/ P7 

parents at 6pm.  
28th Tobacco Education for P7 – Part 1 

30th Seafood in Schools – Bathgate Academy 

30th  Team of 4  to Rotary Club Quiz in Bathgate 
31st Burns’ Poetry Competition 

 
February   

1st Room 11 Scottish Assembly 9.30am 
4th Tobacco Education for P7 – Part 2 

5th “Safer Internet Day” 

7th Burns’ Supper 
8th UNICEF Day of Change 

11th Holiday 
12th Inset Day – No children 

13th Parent Council Meeting 6.30pm (Please note change 

of date) 
15th Room 10 Kindness Assembly 9.30am 

19th After School Clubs Block 3 begins 
21st Netball Festival 

28th Expressive Arts Curriculum Showcase 6.30pm – 
8.00pm – more details to follow 

 

March 
4th Climate Week Challenge 

4th Mr Chen to teach Mandarin to P7 pupils 
7th Room 6 Fair Trade Assembly 2.30pm 

11th Mr Chen to teach Mandarin to P7 pupils 

12th Team of P6 pupils to Euroquiz 9.00am 
18th Mr Chen to teach Mandarin to P7 pupils 

21st After School Clubs Block 3 ends 
21st Parent Council Spring Disco 

25th Room 7 Easter Assembly 9.30am 
25th Mr Chen to teach Mandarin to P7 pupils 

27th Parent Appointments 3.30pm -8.30pm 

28th School & Nursery Closes 3.15pm 
 

Pupil Voice 
In response to request from pupils, we have bought 

football goals to be used at interval/ lunchtime.   The 

goals are available, on a rota basis, for P4-P7 pupils.  The 
next step is to save up for goals for P2/ P3.    
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Christmas Performances 
Congratulations to all Primary 1 and 

Nursery pupils for the high standard of 

entertainment they provided at the end 

of term. 

Pupils in Primary 1 delighted their 

audiences with a performance of “Ralph 

the Reindeer”.   It was clear that pupils 

had worked extremely hard to learn 

lines, songs and actions for their play.   

Nursery pupils dressed up as carol 

singers and Christmas characters to 

sing a variety of Christmas songs.    

Well done to all pupils involved.   Thank 

you to all parents/ carers who came and 

supported them.    

Tickets sales from the above events 

raised a total of £346.00 for the WLC 

“Open Door “charity.   
 

 Label with family/pupil name 
 

 

Contact details: 

Tel. 01506 656371 

Email. lucy.maclean@wled.org.uk 

https://blogs.glowscotland.org.uk/wl/snonursery
http://www.westlothian.gov.uk/winter


results of the nursery questionnaire “How Good 
Is Our Nursery” have been collated and shared 
with parents/ carers.   On the whole responses 
were very positive, with only a few parents/ 
carers highlighting areas for improvement.  We 
hope to be able to form a focus group of 
parents/ carers and nursery staff to take this 
forward.  
The responses from the Nursery/ P1 Transition 
survey are being collated and will be shared with 
parents soon.   Again, early indications are very 
positive, however, a few parents/ carers have 

highlighted Parent Appointments and the WLC 
Photography Policy as areas they are unhappy 
with.   More information to follow.     
 

 Assessment Sheets 
Thank you to all parents/ carers who completed 

and returned the assessment sheets (printed on 

green paper) issued after the school show and P1 

Christmas Play.   

Overall, there was a very disappointing response 

with less than a quarter being returned.     

 

Completed and returned assessments were overall 

very positive about the learning and teaching that 

had taken place although a few parents indicated 

that they didn’t see the value of such sheets.   

 

 All WLC schools are now required to have a 

“Parental Engagement Strategy” and this new 

approach will contribute to the formation of a 

strategy for Simpson Primary & Nursery.   Before 

issuing, the sheets had been reviewed and 

discussed at a Parent Council Meeting and were 

received positively by the group.  This approach is 

very much at the early stages and will be 

discussed at future Parent Council Meetings.  

Date of next meeting is Wednesday 13
th

 February 

 
 

Health & Safety 
Health Information 

We recently issued information from NHS Lothian on the 
detection and treatment of Norovirus, Seasonal Flu and 

Meningitis.  Please contact the school office if you have 
not received these communications.    

  

Change to Arrangements 
We would be grateful if parents/ carers who need to 

contact us about a change in arrangements at the end of 
the day could call the school as early as possible.  At the 

end of last term we received seven such calls in the last 

five minutes of the day.  Receiving this information so late 
in the day makes it very difficult to pass on this 

information in time to so many children.   Parent/ Carer 
co-operation appreciated.  Thank you.        

  
Care of Property 

Pupils should not bring any valuable items to school.  We 

are aware that Santa has been his usual generous self and 
that a number of pupils received very expensive electronic 

devices such as ipads and iphones.   These items should 
not be brought into school as their use is not permitted in 

classrooms and we do not have secure storage areas.    If 

parents/ carers feel that pupils must carry a mobile phone 
to school we strongly advise that these are handed into 

the school office and collected at the end of the day.   
Items of value such as money should be kept in a child’s 

tray or pocket.  

*Two rings, in a jeweller’s box, have been found in 
the upper school cloakroom.   If you are missing 

these items, please contact the school office.  
 

Park with consideration and care. 

Don’t give a child a scare! 
Once more, we ask all parents/ carers   to observe the 

sign in the school car park forbidding the setting down or 
collecting of children. Parents/ carers are also asked to 

note that the disabled parking spaces are primarily 
intended to be used by disabled pupils and their parents/ 

carers.   Thank you. 
 

Burns’ Supper – Thursday 7th 

February 6pm 

Room 13 pupils and Ms Rendle are 

busy organising and rehearsing for 

our Burns’ Supper to be held on the 

above date.   After a traditional 

meal of haggis, neeps and tatties, 

a few pupils will recite some 

Burns’ poetry and pupils will 

demonstrate and lead traditional 

Scottish dances.    

We are very grateful to the support 

of our parents, Simon Preece for 

helping with the catering and Scott 

Leslie for providing a ceilidh band 

for the event. 

This is always a very popular event 

and we encourage parents/ carers to 

secure tickets promptly.  A 

separate letter explaining how 

tickets will be sold was issued 

last week.   

     

Staffing 

We are pleased to report that the staffing problems, 

we experienced before Christmas, are now resolved.    

We are delighted to welcome back Ms Campbell and 

Ms Sharkey to the nursery and Ms Parton to the 

school.   Mr Taylor’s secondment to Williamston 

Primary has been extended to December 2014.  Ms 

Wilson will remain as Acting Principal teacher until he 

returns.   

Assemblies 

We have 4 stage assemblies to be presented over 

the next few weeks.    
 Pupils in Room 11 will present a Scot’s version of 

“The Gruffalo” on Friday 1st February. 

 Room 10 pupils will present an assembly on the 

theme of kindness on Friday 15th February.     

 Pupils in room 6 will present a Fair Trade 



at 6.30pm.      Assembly 

 Pupils in Room 7 will present the Easter assembly 

on Monday 25th March.    

All welcome.    

 


